
Investing for retirement.
Why we’re different

Formerly State Super  Financial Services

Why the StatePlus approach 

to investing is uniquely aligned 

to your investment needs.

Investment Series   |    ISSUED 01 FEBRUARY 2016Investment Series  

Formerly State Super Financial Services



Why the StatePlus approach to 
investing is uniquely aligned to 
your investment needs.

Focus on investing for retirement
StatePlus is one of the largest providers of allocated pensions in Australia. 
Our size and scale enable us to maximise the tax benefits available, such 
as franking credits on Australian shares. Some other providers in Australia 
are not able to offer this benefit as many of them have a predominance of 
clients who are not retirees, perhaps younger members who are far from 
retirement. So this means they have to consider other factors such as 
catering to the needs of different groups of clients. For example, younger 
super members have very different investment needs from those of retirees. 
At StatePlus we are solely focused on the retirement needs of our clients. 

Balancing income certainty with returns
At StatePlus we understand the financial needs of pre-retirees and retirees, 
which means that we manage money differently. Our experience tells us 
that retirees have a greater need for certainty and security. As stewards of 
our clients’ retirement savings we invest in a way that’s highly aligned to 
these needs. 
Investing in an appropriately cautious way needs to be balanced against the 
need to take some modest investment risk. This is because you should not 
be too conservative with your investments, otherwise inflation will erode the 
value of your retirement savings. And over time, this means you could run 
out of money prematurely. So it’s important to balance the right amount of 
investment risks to achieve the right kinds of investment outcomes. 

It’s important to balance 
the right amount of 
investment risks to 
achieve the right kinds of 
investment outcomes.

StatePlus has deep roots in the public 
sector and we combine this expertise 
with more than 25 years’ experience in 
planning for retirement. 

We understand your needs, especially when it comes 
to investing for retirement. We offer the services and 
investments you need to successfully plan for retirement and 
manage your future. 

• expert advice on public sector superannuation
• expert advice in the event of retirement or redundancy
• a range of investment funds to implement this advice
• administration services for the range of investment options
• ongoing advice throughout retirement

Our Services

Our Investment Approach
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We’re not distracted by the competition
A number of super funds in Australia invest by considering their competitors’ 
investment positioning. StatePlus does not follow this ‘peer-aware’ approach. 
This means we can focus solely on delivering inflation-plus returns and 
capital stability over the medium to long term. The result? A combination of 
successful financial outcomes and peace of mind in retirement. We believe 
that a ‘peer-aware’ approach is not always beneficial for client outcomes as it 
could lead to unwelcome risk.

Guided by our investment beliefs
StatePlus has an investment framework that’s been specifically created to 
align to the needs of our clients – we believe that clients’ needs should be 
at the core of everything we do. At the centre of this framework is a range 
of investment beliefs that govern our approach to investing. These beliefs 
help us effectively manage the inevitable trade-offs that exist when managing 
clients’ assets. We prioritise the preservation of capital over chasing additional 
returns as we believe our clients value income and capital stability over 
incremental investment returns.

Timing matters
If you’re retired and drawing down on your portfolio to fund your retirement, 
you’re highly vulnerable to a sharp and significant capital loss from a 
market correction. During market volatility, moderating the size of a capital 
drawdown, and the time to recover losses, will deliver a better portfolio 
outcome for someone who’s drawing from this portfolio. This is called 
sequencing risk. What this means is that the ‘pattern’ of returns received by 
the investor has a crucial effect on the long-term outcome. Managing this risk 
and other types of risk is at the centre of our investment approach.

Our Investment Approach

During market volatility, moderating the size of a 
capital drawdown, and the time to recover losses, 
will deliver a better portfolio outcome for someone 
who’s drawing from this portfolio.
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Maximising tax benefits 
Tax can make a big difference to investing outcomes. We make sure our 
clients can make the maximum use of the tax benefits available. For example, 
we ensure our Australian equity managers focus on maximising the franking 
benefits available.

Structuring portfolio towards low volatility
When we invest in shares (equities) we do this in such a way as to reduce 
the potential impact of volatility and negative markets. This gives the benefit 
of returns that, in the longer term, are expected to be strong and should 
stay well ahead of inflation, but should also significantly reduce the impact of 
negative market events. This is an example of how we manage sequencing risk.
Also included in our investment mix is a portfolio of alternative assets that are 
highly focused on limiting the ‘damage’ that negative markets can inflict on 
retirees’ savings during down markets. This helps with our aim to make client 
outcomes more stable and predictable.
Our investment mix also includes assets such as direct property, which are 
expected to give solid longer term returns, but without the daily volatility that 
we see with other growth-type assets such as shares.

Leaders in retirement investing
At StatePlus we believe we’re a market leader in the field of retirement 
investing. We’re a pioneer in this area, being one of the largest and 
longest-serving providers of dedicated retirement investments in 
Australia. We put the investment needs of our clients at the very centre of 
everything we do.  And our approach to investing has a highly successful 
track record in delivering excellent outcomes for our clients.

Our Investment Approach
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Important information: State Super Financial Services Australia Limited trading as 
StatePlus (ABN 86 003 742 756 | AFSL 238430) is wholly owned by FSS Trustee 
Corporation (ABN 11 118 202 672 and AFSL 293340) as trustee of the First 
State Superannuation Scheme (ABN 53 226 460 365). This information is of a 
general nature only and is not specific to your personal circumstances or needs. 
Before making any decisions based on this information you should consider its 
appropriateness to you. Every effort has been made to ensure the information 
contained in it is accurate. We strongly recommend that you consult a financial 
planner before taking action based on this information.
Neither the SAS Trustee Corporation nor the New South Wales Government take 
any responsibility for this information or the services offered by StatePlus, and 
nor do they, FSS Trustee Corporation or StatePlus guarantee the performance 
of any product provided by StatePlus. © Copyright 2018 State Super Financial 
Services Australia Limited, trading as StatePlus.
BR/CCOMMS1/70063

For more information and 
to book an appointment 
contact StatePlus

www.stateplus.com.au

or call 1800 620 305


